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THERESA WALLEY — MEDINA MARVEL AWARD 

Statement by Member for Kwinana 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.52 pm]: On Sunday, 25 September I 
was fortunate to attend the Medina Festival proudly held by the Medina Residents Group, which does a great job 
in fostering the Medina community. At the festival I presented the Medina marvel award. Theresa Walley is a 
Medina marvel. Her generosity of spirit has enriched our community. Theresa Walley is a Whadjuk elder from 
the greater Nyoongah people of south western Australia. Theresa’s maternal line goes back to the Swan River 
people. Her early childhood was spent with her parents, moving from place to place around the York area as her 
father worked on farms and her mother worked as a domestic. Her father owned a property in the area, but this 
was later taken from her when the new laws prevented Aboriginal people from owning property. 

When Theresa was around eight years old, she was placed in New Norcia Mission and spent the rest of her 
growing years working on the farm and in the kitchen. Some schooling was provided. At 16 years, Theresa, like 
other mission kids, was sent away to work as a domestic. No longer wards of the state or under the protection of 
the church, most of the mission kids found it difficult to find a place in the outside world. Most lost touch with 
their families, the language and culture. It was the early 1950s and Aboriginal people were not allowed to mix 
with white people and curfews prevented them from going out at night. Theresa met her husband in the Pinjarra 
area, and after starting a family they moved to Baldivis with her husband’s extended family to work fencing and 
milking. They lived in shacks with no electricity or running water. In the 1960s, Theresa found a home in 
Medina under the state housing scheme; it was her first real home.  

In her 50s, with her children grown up, Theresa was encouraged to go back to school and began formal 
education at TAFE, where over a number of years she trained to be a cultural tour guide and author. 
 


